
MILDLY SYMPTOMATIC PATIENT IN THE COMMUNITY
This decision tree is for a symptomatic patient in the community who has no known exposure to COVID-19, so is 

NOT a close contact of a case, has NO travel history and is NOT a healthcare worker.

Is the individual symptomatic with          
recent onset of fever or chills and/or 

signs or symptoms of respiratory tract 
infection which includes cough?

YES NO

DO NOT TEST for 
COVID-19 UNLESS 

SYMPTOMATIC.              

Self-isolate 
and test 

for 
COVID-19

POSITIVE for 
COVID-19

If mildly symptomatic, can 
self-isolate at home until 5 

days fever free AND 14 days 
from symptom onset.                    

If acutely unwell, transfer to 
acute setting

Can return to work and daily 
activity 48 hours after 
symptom resolution.

COVID-19 NOT 
DETECTED
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https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/primarycareguidance/COVID-19%20Telephone%20Assessment%20and%20testing%20pathway%20for%20patients%20who%20phone%20GP%20v4.0.pdf
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